
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING - APPROVED - 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 
853-4000, Town Hall Room 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2011 6:00 P.M. 
 
 
PRESENT:  Supervisor McGillicuddy, Treasurer Brixie, Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra 
ABSENT:   Clerk Helmbrecht, Trustee Ochberg 
STAFF:  Township Manager Gerald Richards, Director of Community Planning & Development 

Mark Kieselbach, Director of Engineering & Public Works Ray Severy 
 
 1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Supervisor McGillicuddy called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
 2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 3. ROLL CALL 

The secretary called the roll of the Board. 
 
 4. PUBLIC REMARKS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened and closed Public Remarks. 
 
 5. REPORTS/BOARD COMMENT/NEW WORRIES 
 A. Treasurer’s Quarterly Report 

Treasurer Brixie gave an update on current fixed investments, non-fixed investments, delinquent 
personal property tax collections for 2005-2009 and 2010 distribution totals as of January 31, 2011. 
She also reported 2010 tax year collections and 2009 tax year collections, as of February 14, 2011 and 
February 14, 2010 respectively.  Treasurer Brixie indicated as of February 14, 2011 total tax 
collections were approximately $80,018,000. 

 
 Supervisor McGillicuddy announced all communities are “on board” with the Capital Area 

Transportation Authority’s Michigan/Grand River Avenue Corridor Study.  She also announced the 
Intergovernmental Meeting will be held on February 22, 2011 in the Township Hall at 7:00 P.M. 

 Supervisor McGillicuddy reported that Saturday, February 12th was Blue Cross and Blue Shield’s 
kickoff for the Community Partners in Health Program entitled Walking Works.  She added there is a 
financial incentive to participation, with the money going to the Township’s pathway program.  

 
Trustee Dreyfus announced the third meeting of the Meridian Time Bank will be held on Saturday, 
February 26, 2011 at 11:00 A.M. in the Meridian Activity Center.  He reported there will be a 
comprehensive meeting in the near future where the Time Bank website will be officially launched. 
 
Trustee Veenstra announced his attendance at the February 9th Transportation Review Committee 
Meeting of the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC) where a major trail in Delhi 
Township was approved.  He noted there will be a June conference on Designing Healthy 
Communities.  Trustee Veenstra reported Harmony Gmazel, TCRPC’s Land Use Planner, is currently 
working on a complete streets code with East Lansing and Lansing Township, and believed Meridian 
Township should take advantage of her services as well. 
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy reminded Board members the complete streets concept was included in the 
Board Policy update.  
 
Treasurer Brixie invited residents to the 2011 MARC Entrepreneurial Recognition Award 
Ceremonies on Thursday, February 24, 2011 from 6-8:00 P.M. in the Meridian Historical Village.  
She reported her attendance at February’s Economic Development Corporation meeting where the 
members are working on the strategic plan.  
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 6.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Treasurer Brixie moved to approve the agenda amended as follows: 
• Remove Agenda Item #11D:  Update to Board Priorities 
 
Seconded by Supervisor McGillicuddy. 
 
VOICE VOTE: Motion carried 5-0. 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 

Supervisor McGillicuddy reviewed the consent agenda. 
Treasurer Brixie moved to adopt the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Trustee LeGoff. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

Treasurer Brixie 
     NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The adopted Consent Agenda items are as follows: 
 
A. Communications 

(1). Board Deliberation (BD) 
BD 9A/11A-1 David Woltz, 2418 Graystone Drive, Okemos; RE:  Protest of 2011 Order to 

Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12 
BD9A/11A-2 James S. Buscetta, 3898 Trailwood Drive, Okemos; RE:  2011 Order to 

Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12 
BD9A/11A-3 Steve Readett, 1737 Country View Drive, Okemos; RE:  2011 Order to 

Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12 
BD 9A/11A-4 Rachel Pairolero, 5672 Shaw Street, Haslett; RE:  Protest of 2011 Order to 

Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12 
(2). Board Information (BI) 

BI-1   Barbara Ringlein, 5030 Park Lake Road, East Lansing; RE:  Opposition to a 
roundabout at Park Lake Road/Burcham Drive 

BI-2   Terry R. Baker, Kater Engineering Associates, 6093 Anchor Cove, 
Dimondale; RE:  Request for the Board to revisit the issue of a water main 
extension at 743 Grand River Avenue Avenue 

BI-3   Bennett Shulman, 1118 Woodwind Trail, Haslett; RE:  TSA and mall 
security 

BI-4   Treasurer Julie Brixie; RE:  Article from the January 26, 2011 edition of the 
City Pulse regarding the rise in medical  marihuana burglaries in the greater 
Lansing area 

BI-5   Clerk Mary Helmbrecht; RE:  Article from the February 3, 2011 edition of 
the Lansing State Journal entitled, “Marijuana bars and clubs are not 
needed”  

 
(3). Commission Linkage (CL) 

CL-1   Brian G. Dale, Chair, Meridian Township Downtown Development 
Authority of Okemos; RE:  Copy of letter to Debbie Alexander, Assistant 
Executive Director, Capital Area Transportation Authority expressing DDA 
support for the Modified Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) as the transit alternative 
for the Michigan/Grand River Avenue corridor 

 
Treasurer Brixie moved that the communications be received and placed on file, and any 
communications not already assigned for disposition be referred to the Township Manager 
or Supervisor for follow-up.  Seconded by Trustee LeGoff.  
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ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

 Motion carried 5-0. 
 
B. Minutes 

Treasurer Brixie moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the February 1, 2011 Regular 
Meeting as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee LeGoff. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

C. Bills 
Treasurer Brixie moved that the Township Board approve the Manager’s Bills as follows:   

 
Common Cash          $    190,299.49 
Public Works          $    302,467.34 

Total Checks         $    492,766.83 
Credit Card Transactions       $      10,592.82 

Total Purchases         $    503,359.65 
 
   ACH Payments          $    337,301.73 
 

Seconded by Trustee LeGoff.   
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 
 Treasurer Brixie 

      NAYS: None 
Motion carried 5-0. 

 
[Bill list in Official Minute Book] 

 
D. 2011 Poverty Exemption Guidelines and Application 
 Treasurer Brixie moved that the 2011 Poverty Exemption Guidelines and Application be 

approved as presented for use during the 2011 assessment year.  Seconded by Trustee 
LeGoff. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
  
E. Assessing Stipulations 
 Treasurer Brixie moved that the Township Attorney, Peter A. Teholiz, be authorized to sign 

a stipulation with SP Investments, LP in accordance with the revised assessed and taxable 
values as stated below: 

 
MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL DOCKET NUMBER 365199 

SP INVESTMENTS, LP 
PROPOSED STIPULATION FIGURES 

 
 

Original Values 
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Parcel Number 

 
Address 

 
Year 

Original  
Assessed 
 Value 

Original  
Taxable  
Value 

33-02-02-22-404-008 1735 Hamilton 2009 $484,500 $484,500 

33-02-02-22-404-009 1745 Hamilton 2009 $510,600 $500,368 

33-02-02-22-404-010 4655 Dobie 2009 $484,300 $482,477 

33-02-02-22-404-011 4665 Dobie 2009 $409,300 $366,190 

33-02-02-22-404-008 1735 Hamilton 2010 $433,800 $433,800 

33-02-02-22-404-009 1745 Hamilton 2010 $448,200 $448,200 

33-02-02-22-404-010 4655 Dobie 2010 $428,600 $428,600 

33-02-02-22-404-011 4665 Dobie 2010 $356,900 $356,900 

 
Proposed Revised Values 

 

 
Parcel Number 

 
Address 

 
Year 

Revised 
 Assessed 

 Value 

Revised  
Taxable 
Value 

33-02-02-22-404-008 1735 Hamilton 2009 $342,500 $342,500 

33-02-02-22-404-009 1745 Hamilton 2009 $342,500 $342,500 

33-02-02-22-404-010 4655 Dobie 2009 $350,000 $350,000 

33-02-02-22-404-011 4665 Dobie 2009 $350,000 $350,000 

33-02-02-22-404-008 1735 Hamilton 2010 $342,500 $341,473 

33-02-02-22-404-009 1745 Hamilton 2010 $342,500 $341,473 

33-02-02-22-404-010 4655 Dobie 2010 $350,000 $348,950 

33-02-02-22-404-011 4665 Dobie 2010 $350,000 $348,950 
 

Seconded by Trustee LeGoff. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
Treasurer Brixie moved that the Township Assessor be authorized to sign a stipulation 
with SJK Corporation for the following property: 
 
 PARCEL NUMBER      ADDRESS OF PROPERTY 
 
 33-02-02-21-409-001      2153 Hamilton, Okemos 
  
 Original Values:    2010  $85,500 AV and $85,500 TV 
 
 Proposed Revised Values:  2010  $26,600 AV and $26,600 TV 
 
Seconded by Trustee LeGoff. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
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F. Police Officer Appointment 
 Treasurer Brixie moved ratification of the appointment of Kevin Harvey to the position of 

Police Officer contingent upon successful completion of those items stipulated in the 
conditional offer of employment.  Seconded by Trustee LeGoff. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
   
G. Resolution to Amend Herron Creek Sanitary Sewer Special Assessment District No. 50 
 Treasurer Brixie moved to adopt the Herron Creek Sanitary Sewer Special Assessment 

Reapportionment Resolution authorizing removal of the 2010 sewer assessment from parcel 
33-02-02-29-251-008 and transferring it to parcel 33-02-02-29-251-009 created by the split and 
retained by the seller.  Seconded by Trustee LeGoff. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 8. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY 
 9. HEARINGS 

A. 2011 Order to Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12 
Supervisor McGillicuddy opened the public hearing at 6:15 P.M. 
Director Severy summarized the 2011 Order to Maintain Sidewalks Special Assessment District 
No. 12 as outlined in staff memorandum dated February 11, 2011. 
 
Rita Rademacher, 2353 Graystone Drive, Okemos, spoke in opposition to her proposed assessment 
for the 2011 Order to Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12.  She asked where 
her property tax money was being spent, in light of the poor condition of the roads; Okemos Road 
in particular. 
 
Township Manager Richards clarified if residents question an assessment, staff will revisit the 
property with the resident and apply the standards which are used to assess repair.  He added the 
Township has a millage for local streets and staff assesses which streets need repair.  Manager 
Richards noted that Okemos Road is a primary road and the responsibility of the Ingham County 
Road Commission. 
 
Ms. Rademacher asked if an entire square slab is replaced. 
 
Director Severy responded when the Township repairs sidewalks, a minimum of one 5’ X 5’ section 
is replaced.  He added that in the event the slab has just settled and is not cracked, the resident can 
hire a contractor to raise the slab, which may be a less expensive alternative.    
 
Mandie Roberts, 2612 Raphael, East Lansing, spoke in opposition to her proposed assessment for 
the 2011 Order to Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12.  She requested the letter 
sent to residents alerting them of the proposed assessment be more descriptive to avoid confusion. 
 
Rob Pairolero, 5672 Shaw Street, Haslett, spoke to the need for clarity in the letter sent to residents 
regarding the proposed assessment.  He asked why there was a delay in not sending out the letter 
until January when the actual assessment was conducted in the fall. 
 
Manager Richards responded the state dictates the special assessment process timeline which must 
be followed.  He added the Township began the process earlier in an attempt to be more cost 
effective.   
Mr. Pairolero inquired as to the criteria used by the Township to “flag’ slabs of sidewalk for repair. 
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Director Severy clarified staff looks for wide cracks or a one inch or greater lift in the sidewalk.  He 
added the premise behind these criteria is to ensure safety of residents using the sidewalks.  
Directory Severy noted freeze/thaw cycles can change the condition of a sidewalk from the time of 
flagging to the time of repair in the summer. 
 
Mr. Pairolero believed there were inconsistencies in the application of the criteria, showing photos 
where a slab with a lift of over two inches was not flagged.  He asked if there were specifications 
which must be met in the event a homeowner wishes to repair their sidewalk. 
 
Township Manager Richards indicated the Township has specifications which it can provide to 
residents who wish to contract their own repair. 
 
Director Severy added that if the Township has marked a sidewalk slab for repair, the property 
owner must obtain a no-charge permit and follow Township standards.  In response to a statement 
from Mr. Pairolero, he noted that an asphalt patch is temporary and not allowed as an alternative to 
replacement. 
 
Mr. Pairolero inquired as to why only Special Assessment District No. 12 was identified for repair. 
 
Township Manager Richards responded that staff systemically goes through the Township over a 
seven year period in a revolving fashion to effectively manage all sidewalk repairs. 
 
Denise Sancrante, 2677 Blue Haven Court, spoke in opposition to her proposed assessment for the 
2011 Order to Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12.  She requested staff review 
the two sections which have been flagged, as these sections have been in their current state for the 
past 22 years and have never been marked for repair.   
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed the public hearing at 6:39 P.M. 

 
10. ACTION ITEMS/ENDS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened public comment. 
 
Bill Fahey, 4151 Okemos Road, Okemos, spoke in opposition to Rezoning #10070, as he believed there 
are serious land use issues with respect to the property located at 4133 Okemos Road.   
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed public comment. 
 
A. Rezoning # 10070 (Wiggins), request to rezone 4133 Okemos Road from RA (Single Family-

Residential) to PO (Professional Office), Final Adoption 
Trustee Veenstra moved [and read into the record] NOW THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 
MERIDIAN hereby FINALLY ADOPTS Ordinance No. 2011-01 entitled “Ordinance 
Amending the Zoning District Map of Meridian Township Pursuant to Rezoning #10070” 
from RA (Single Family-Medium Density) to PO (Professional and Office). 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is 

directed to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is FINALLY ADOPTED at least 
once prior to the next regular meeting of the Township Board.  Seconded by Trustee 
Dreyfus. 

 
 Board members and staff discussed the following: 

• Former Kinder Care site, across Okemos Road from the Delta Dental complex 
• Bordered on the north and south by office buildings 
• Belief that the current RA zoning is an “historical accident” 
• Designated on the Future Land Use Map as PO 
• Existing vacant building to be reused as a professional office 
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• Reminder that the Board should not consider potential uses other than those allowed by right 
in PO 

• Dangerous drugs of our society are tobacco, alcohol and prescription drugs 
• The most dangerous drug dispensary in Meridian Township is found in our own medicine 

cabinets 
• Concern with adequate parking in the event there is an excessive number of patients 
• Master Plan is a guide for the future, not a zoning map 
• Unnecessary to rezone as there is a “glut” of vacant office space currently within the 

Township 
• Code allows for several non-residential uses in a residential district 
• Concern with Board focus on the potential use 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy   
      NAYS: Trustee LeGoff, Treasurer Brixie 

Motion failed 3-2.* 
 
[*NOTE:  Four (4) affirmative votes of the Board are required for passage of zoning 

amendments.] 
  
B. 2009 State of Michigan Construction Code Updates 

Treasurer Brixie moved [and read into the record] NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby 
INTRODUCES FOR PUBLICATION AND SUBSEQUENT ADOPTION Ordinance 
No.________, entitled “Ordinance Amending the Code of the Charter Township of 
Meridian, Michigan, Chapter 14, Article III, Division 2, by amending Section 14-81.” 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Township of Meridian is 
directed to publish the Ordinance in the form in which it is introduced at least once prior 
to the next regular meeting of the Township Board.  Seconded by Supervisor McGillicuddy. 
 
Board members discussed the following: 
• Township compliance with changes in state law 
• Section 14.81 speaks only to the Township’s rental housing ordinance 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Dreyfus, LeGoff, Veenstra, Supervisor McGillicuddy, 

 Treasurer Brixie 
      NAYS: None 

Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Without objection, Supervisor McGillicuddy appointed Trustee Dreyfus as Clerk Pro Tem. 
 
11. DISCUSSION ITEMS/ENDS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened and closed public comment. 
 
A. 2011 Order to Maintain Sidewalks, Special Assessment District No. 12 
 

Board members discussed the following: 
• Engineering staff to meet with tonight’s speakers to address their concerns 
• Need for more clarity in the special assessment notice to property owners 
• Need for better timing to allow residents to view their sidewalks 
• Concern with slowing the process down by tying the notification process to the weather 
• Board member request to include information in the special assessment letter to property 

owners that sections of sidewalk slated for repair are noted with pink dots 
  

The consensus of the Board was to place this item on for action at its March 1, 2011 meeting. 
  
B. Amendment to the Wetland Protection Ordinance for compliance with state law  
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 Director Kieselbach summarized the proposed amendment as outlined in staff memorandum dated 
February 11, 2011. 

 
 Board members and staff discussed the following: 

• Attorney has reviewed and approved the proposed language 
• Language on Page 21, subsection 5 and 6 are directly from the state act 
• Township uses the same application criteria as the state 
• Ordinance amendments require one vote for introduction and one vote for final adoption 
 
The consensus of the Board was to place this item on for action at its March 1, 2011 meeting. 
 

C. Zoning Amendment #10080 (Planning Commission), request to add Section 86-444 Commercial 
Planned Unit Development (C-PUD) to the Code of Ordinances 

 Director Kieselbach summarized the proposed zoning amendment as outlined in staff memorandum 
dated January 27, 2011. 

 
 Board members and staff discussed the following: 

• Board request for the MUPUD and C-PUD deadlines to be consistent 
• Need to allow the Board to take the time it needs as some projects are very complex 
• Timeline in the draft CPUD ordinance and the MUPUD mirrors the planning process laid out 

by the state 
• Concern allowing the Board to “take the time it needs” could present a hardship to an applicant 

attempting to do business in the Township 
• 30 days for Board decision and 60 days for Planning Commission decision is not arbitrary as it 

is in the MUPUD 
• Need for a timeline in order to be fair to applicant’s desiring to do business in Meridian 

Township 
• Board member preference for both the Board and the Planning Commission to both have 60 

days to make a decision 
• Staff reminder that the 30 day timeline starts after the public hearing 
• Board reliance on the Planning Commission to do the majority of the work and make a 

recommendation to the Board 
• Zoning amendment was written for planned unit developments without the residential 

component 
• Zoning amendment allows the Board to have the option to look at lot coverage, setbacks, etc. to 

institute a waiver(s) and not have the waivers go before the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
• All MUPUD’s must have a residential component 
• Concern sweeping changes in this ordinance “politicizes” the system and takes away some of 

the protection currently in place 
• Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the MUPUD at its February 28, 2011 

meeting 
• Subsection (e) (4) – reword “increase in impervious surface coverage” waiver to show Board 

desire to decrease overall impervious surface on the site 
• Subsection (e) (7) – remove “exceed maximum building height” from the waiver language as it 

will impact adjacent residential property 
• Wetland setback is listed as a waiver in the MUPUD 
• Rewrite language in subsection (e)(5) to allow only for reduction of building perimeter 

landscaping as a waiver 
• Concern that language contained in subsection (g) (3) which states building materials shall be 

the same on all sides is unnecessarily restrictive and will increase expenses 
• Building materials the same on all sides is necessary to protect aesthetics of residential property 

which abuts a project 
• Need for Board flexibility to allow for different material treatments on different sides of the 

building  
• Suggestion to change language in Subsection (g) (3) to read:  “Quality building  materials shall 

be used on all sides” 
• Reminder that the Board makes the decision on all waivers 
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• Building elevations required to be part of the application so the Board will look at those as the 
application moves through the process 

• Concern that subsection (g) (1) does not include concrete block 
• Request for staff to provide a revision which includes strikeouts and new language 
• Board desire to hold a public hearing 
• Request to pass the MUPUD ordinance prior to a Board vote on the C-PUD 
It was the consensus of the Board to place this item on for further discussion at its first 
opportunity. 

   
D. Update to Board Priorities 
E. Zoning Amendment #10010 (Township Board), a request to amend Section 86-368 (b) (2) Home 

Occupations to update the allowed uses and standards for home occupations  
 Director Kieselbach summarized the proposed zoning amendment as outlined in staff memorandum 

dated February 9, 2011. 
 

Board members discussed the following: 
• Board member preference to remove “entirely” from the definition of home occupation 
• Board member preference to remove “and does not involve any alteration of the structure or its 

character” from the definition of home occupation 
• Board member suggestion to eliminate “No outdoor activities” from subsection (2) b.4. 
• Board member suggestion to strike “and attached flat against the building,” from subsection (2) 

b. 6. as the sign may not be seen from the road 
• Board member suggestion to change the size of the sign to allow the same size as day care 

facility signs in subsection (2) b. 6.  
• Board member preference to remove (9) No merchandise or supplies shall be displayed or 

directly sold on the premises 
• Preference to eliminate Option 3 and 4 contained in the staff memorandum dated February 9, 

2011 
• Preference to select Option 2 contained in the staff memorandum dated February 9, 2011 
• Board member preference to include a registration process for home occupations 
• Subsection (2) b. 8. covers subsection (2) b. 10 
• Concern with including offices of professionals licensed by the State of Michigan to treat 

human patients as a home occupation (Subsection (2) a. 4) 
• Preference to allow dietitians/nutritionists, massage therapists, psychologists and psychiatrists 

in subsection (2) a. 4 
• Consensus for removal of (2) b. 3 regarding language for outside employee 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to direct staff to make suggested changes and place this 
item on for action at its March 1, 2011 Board meeting.  
  

F. Ordinance to Regulate Utility Structures 
 Director Kieselbach summarized the proposed ordinance as outlined in staff memorandum dated 

February 11, 2011. 
 
 Board members and staff discussed the following: 

• Preference by the utility companies to move standards into Engineering’s construction standard 
manual to eliminate the need to seek a waiver 

• Dynamics of utility structure placement is on a case-by-case basis 
• Appeal process is beneficial for the various utility companies, residents and staff 
• Sec. 78-407. (1) – Change 10 days to 10 business days 
• Sec. 78-407. (3) – Change not less than five (5) days to 10 days 
• Sec. 78-407. (3) – Not less than five (5) days allows for more than five (5) days 
• Appeal process language was taken from the current lighting ordinance 
• Utility company concern that the process be as timely as possible 
• Utility companies must show location prior to installation 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to place this item on for action at its March 1, 2011 Board 
meeting. 
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12. PUBLIC REMARKS 

Supervisor McGillicuddy opened Public Remarks. 
 
Will White, 2142-½ Hamilton Road, Okemos, believed the Board should revisit the issue of a water 
main extension at 743 Grand River Avenue.  He indicated the language contained in Zoning 
Amendment #10010 is too restrictive and unnecessary. 
 
Supervisor McGillicuddy closed Public Remarks. 
 

13. FINAL BOARD MEMBER COMMENT 
Trustee Veenstra agreed with the previous speaker that Zoning Amendment #10010 (Home Occupations) 
is too restrictive. 
 

14.  ADJOURNMENT 
Supervisor McGillicuddy adjourned the meeting at 8:30 P.M. 

 
 
 

                           
SUSAN McGILLICUDDY          BRETT DREYFUS 
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR         CLERK PRO TEM 
 
Sandra K. Otto, Secretary 
  
 


